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sc\ dil lcrenccs in upplcciution. clLlcstionraire resp
millcs also r/.!( '  inorc hosli lc hunror antl lbrmulaic jo

prclcrrcd rnccdotcs rnd stol-ics nrolc than men did
botll \\ 'onrcn s and nren s accounts rrc congruent r
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1990) .
Hunlor research in psychologl has rarel) consider

ol'anecdotcs and storics. although the accounts o
suggcst that thcy irrc an important forrn. cspecially i
Like the diarv studics. our qualitativc data suggeste
init ion ofa sense ofhumor is at odds rvith thc defini
in psychological experiments. In the traditional ex
humor is operationally delined as ratings ofjokes an
very often hosti lc. But our participants told us that 1
very l itt le to do with a good sense ol'humor. Instead
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als. For example. sex dil lerenccs in jokc ratings hir,
takcn as cvidence that $'omen are more inhibited, r
or lacking in sclf-cstqcm all ofwhich are internal,
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Faclor  scores are exprcssed as Z scores.  N = 72 males and l3 l  l tmales lbr  each compar-
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tcrms of the dimensions important to female and male respondents or

in terms of thc dimensions they attributc to their self-chosen lcmale

antl male modcls. Gender does enter the picture in that both l-cmale

and male rcspondents were far more l ikcly to choose a male model as

enbodl ing a good sense of humor irnd more l ikely to describe males as

crcative. Like the narrativcs, the structured questionnaire revealed morc

gender-related similarit ies than differences. In addition to documenting


